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Dear Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants submit herewith Form PTO-1449, 
"Information Disclosure Statement." The present application is a continuation of U.S. Application 
No. 09/006,727 (now U.S. Patent No. 6,245,303 issued June 12, 2001). The present application 
relies upon U.S. Application No. 09/006,727 for a filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120. Accordingly, 
copies of patents, publications, or other information previously cited by or submitted to the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office in the prior application are not provided pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 
1.98(d). 

The Examiner is requested to consider carefully the complete text of the enclosed references 
in connection with the examination of this application. It is requested that the listed references be 
made of record and included in the "References Cited" portion of any patent issuing from this 
application. 
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